FFARIQ - Letter of Opinion

Comumissdoner. for, Chitarer's Weljane and Rights. ar Qppordundly to Meet the needs of the Most Vutherable Children

Our youtth protection system is failing. thal s the message that emerged from Ve parbiamentany commitlee heatingd feld by
youth statefioldens as part of the dpecial consullations on Bill 37. A Aet nequecting the Commedsdioner forn Chither 4 Wedarre
add Rjghtts. It must be said that the Commission ded droils de la pensonne et des droits de la jeunesse (COPDJ) was unable to
Julill the essential role entrudted to i, that of enduning redpect for e principles and rights of children and protecting thein
inllenesls. i otther wondls. U be Uhe expected “walchdog” fon the protection of children. s rights.

That's why Uhe Fedération des familles d accuell et ressounced intermédiained du Québee (FFARIQ) supponts the creation. of @
Commisaioner for. Chilaren s Wellfane and Rights. On betalf of the 3.000 families we repnesent and the 5,000 chilaren we
cane. for, | have asked that this commissioner be autonomoud. independent, iwvolved, and trandpanent. Having been a

point for. 50 yeand now. the FFARIQ fas noted a redundancy in the COPDJ's investigationd. whick does not
contnibute lo e identification of tangible and effective solutiond for. the childhen of the DVP. There i alio a lack of
lrandpanency ng from the confidential natune of ils investigations. whick makes i virtually impossible to evaluate
them. Finally. befone the Court of Quebec, the COPDJ i virtually abdent, and always acty downslream when i doed act. h
addition to the powens conferned on & by the Voudt Puwdection Act (VPA), the COPD fas everytihing i takes to be the protecton
o/mowummmwmwwpmo;mmw diserimination, and madice in Quebec, bl it doed not
adequalely Julfitt this rote.

Although fosten families raise the flag when there ane breackes. they are not kepl informed and have no follow-up. 1 i my
duly loday to nellenale that our foster families have a centnal hole to play and wish to be recogrized and included in the
various phocessed and no bonger didelined. 1t i thede families who are involved with oun childhen on a daily basis and who
bear, witneds to the improvements in their, lived.

'8 worth noting that the Commisdion dpéciate des droils des enfants et de la protection de la jeunesse (Commisdion Launent)
made the dame. requedt in its repont made public in Apnit 2021 " We recommend that all of the COPDJ's youth protection
ppowens be lrandferred to the Commisdioner to enable effective promolion and defense of thede children's rights within the
dlruclune intended for. childnen.” In fact, thia is their finst Recommeanadetdion.

Al chilahen sfould be able to Uirive in a dafe and caning environment. The creation of the Commisdioner fore Children s
Welfare and Rights is an opportundy lo nelenale that & is our dily to reqpond poddively and proactively to the needs of
Quebec's most vutherable children. 7o actkieve this. the Commissioner witl fave all the powens and mandates of the COPD.
In this way. fe or dhe will be able to make important changes that witt tuddy benefit fodter famities and children. Children
are the fulure of oun dociely. and it i oun kedponsibility lo guarantee their well-being and ights. As the African phoverh
dayd - and this (s tuer than even. it takes a village to naide a cAild.
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